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then religion is of profound importance. To call
the Jews a people of religion is, then, to ascribe to
them a valuable, permanent function in the life of
humanity. Or religion is unimportant, and even
worse; it would then follow not only that the Jews
have no present value, but also that their history never
had a value, and that their past, present, and future are
alike meaningless, being but suffering and effort
" signifying nothing ".

Mr. H. G. Wells, who has no appreciation of
religion, is logical when he says at one time that the
history of Palestine is unimportant, and at another
that the best thing for the Jews would be to give up
their distinctiveness and dissolve themselves com-
pletely in a sea of a uniform humanity* If religion
is worthless, no other estimate is possible of the
history of Palestine, nor can any different advice be
sensibly given to the Jews* If religion is meaning-
less, their past means nothing, and they should want
no future* The religionist, however, puts a higher
valuation on the history of Palestine and foresees a
better destiny for the Jews. The significance of the
Jews* existence and the value of religion are in-
dissolubly bound together. Indeed, their existence
is a silent protest against irreligion and anti-religion.
It is based on, and maintained by, the recognition of